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PROTECT OBJECTIVE:
To evaluate the effects of citation masking on accident-risk assessment and on the volume of
Department of Motor Vehicles' license control actions.

SUMMARY:

SB 1455, enacted on January I, 1983, required that California courts report traffic violator school
(TVS) dismissals to the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) for research purposes only. Dismissals
were not to be reported to any persons or agencies other than the courts. This report was the product of
an investigation into the effects of TVS citation masking on accident-risk assessment and on DMV
license control actions.

A total sample of 158,780 subjects was randomly selected from three sources: (1) drivers assigned
to TVS, (2) drivers who received DMV negligent-operator (neg-op) treatments, and (3) drivers
representative of the California driving population. Demographic and driver record data are presented
for each group.

The analyses indicated that the loss in prior driver record data when TVS citations are dismissed
and masked resulted in a substantial underestimate of the accident rate of TVS subjects. The
enhancement in the actuarial utility of DMV records resulting from a January I, 1986 law change,
allowing the public disclosure of TVSs following the first within any 12-month period, was very
slight. The results also indicated that: (1) a TVS dismissal was significantly more predictive of future
accidents than was an additional conviction, and (2) approximately 24,000 Level 3 and 10,000 Level 4
DMV negligent-operator interventions (normally probations and suspensions, respectively) were
circumvented over a 3-year period because of TVS dismissals.

It was recommended that legislation be enacted to abolish or greatly restrict the use of TVS citation
dismissals.

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:
As 0f 199225 courts had discontinued the practice of dismissing citations of drivers attending
TVS.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
See Peck, Kelsey, Ratz, and Sherman, Report #71; Peck & Gebers, Report #133; Gebers, Report #
147; and Gebers, Peck, Janke, and Hagge (1993), R&D monograph.






