
 

The following is only an abstract of one of our earlier reports.  An email request for a 
printed or PDF copy of the complete report can be generated by clicking on the Report 
Number of this report in the table of reports on the Research Studies and Reports page. 
The PDF copy of the complete report was created by scanning an original, printed copy, 
and thus is only partially searchable and is not accessible, but is fully printable.  

A printed or PDF copy of our studies and reports may also be requested by mail or phone 
at:  

Department of Motor Vehicles  
Research and Development Branch  
2570 24th Street, MS H-126  
Sacramento, CA 95818-2606 

(916) 657-5805  
 
For a request by mail, please include the report number and your name, address, and 
phone number.  Also, please state whether you are requesting a printed copy, a PDF 
copy, or both.  For a PDF copy, please include your email address. 

https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv/detail/about/profile/rd/toc


TITLE: The Effects of Administering Written Tests Stressing Knowledge of Safe Driving Principles to 
Renewal Driver's License Applicants  

DATE: June 1978  

AUTHOR(S): David Carpenter  

REPORT NUMBER: 61  

NTIS NUMBER: PB-286553 / AS  

FUNDING SOURCE: Special state appropriation  

 
PROTECT OBJECTIVE:  

A new licensing test series stressing knowledge of safe driving principles and recent law changes 
was administered to a group of California driver's license renewal applicants. The primary purpose was 
to determine if the two series of test forms, testing knowledge of different types of information, 
differentially affected subjects' subsequent driving records when used in the California DMV 
knowledge testing program. A secondary objective was to determine the degree of relationship between 
test scores and driving performance.  

SUMMARY:  
The data for the six-month period following written knowledge testing revealed no statistically 

significant differences between experimental and control group (standard test) driving-record means, 
indicating that the administration of "safe driving" written tests did not result in a change in collisions 
or convictions. Correlations of test scores with driving record variables were similar in magnitude for 
both the DMV and safe driving test series. All correlations between numbers of items wrong and prior 
or subsequent driving record were positive and statistically significant, indicating a slight tendency for 
drivers who made fewer errors on either test series to have fewer collisions and convictions than drivers 
who made more errors.  

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:  
Because no identifiable benefits appeared likely from adopting the new forms for renewal 

applicants, and because additional costs would be incurred with their adoption, the standard law tests 
were retained for renewal applicants.  

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:  
None.  




