
     

 

                       

 

   

   

 

     

 

  

 

  

   

  

 

 

    

  

    

 

 

Vehicle Industry News VIN 2017–01 

Year of Manufacture License Plate Changes 

Effective: January 1, 2017   

New  Policy    

Effective January 1, 2017, legislation expands the Year of Manufacture (YOM) License 

Plate program to include 1980 and older year model vehicles. 

The Year of Manufacture (YOM) License Plate Application (REG 352, REV. 6/2015) 

form will be revised and the Vehicle Registration Manual, Appendix 1E, California 

License Plate Data (1914–1972) is also being revised to include license plate data 

through 1980. 

NOTE: Certain regular series configurations of 1970 through 1980 license plates 

have been recycled for use in the Special Interest License Plate program which 

makes them ineligible for use in the YOM License Plate program. 

Procedures   

Continue to follow procedures in the  Vehicle  Industry Registration Procedures Manual  

§21.245  for processing  YOM applications  and:   

  Refer to the attached chart to verify the license plate configuration is not on the list 

of configurations that are  ineligible  for the YOM License Plate program.  

  Refer the  applicant to a  DMV field office for  authentication of the YOM License  

Plates. DMV will verify that the configuration is not duplicated and not already in 

use on another vehicle.  

—Applications  will  be processed  manually  and sent to the Special Processing Unit 

(SPU)  at DMV headquarters.  

—Until programming is in place, a  120-day temporary operating permit (TOP)  will  

be issued.  

—A Z96 manual  receipt  will be issued.  

—The application will be finalized at DMV headquarters and the  new month/year 

stickers along with YOM sticker wells and registration cards and/or ownership 

certificates will  be mailed in approximately three  to four months.  

Background   

Temporary procedures have been developed until programming changes are 

implemented in April 2017. Once programming is in place, a memo will be issued. 

 Distribution  

Notification that this memo is available online, at www.dmv.ca.gov under Publications 

was made via California DMV’s Automated Email Alert System in January 2017. 

References  

California Vehicle Code §5004.1 

Vehicle Industry Registration Procedures Manual §21.245 

VR 2017-01 © 2017 State of California, Department of Motor Vehicles. All rights reserved. Visit our Web Site—www.dmv.ca.gov 

https://Site�www.dmv.ca.gov
www.dmv.ca.gov


  

   

 

VIN 2017–01 

Page 2 of 2 

Contact   
Call the DMV Customer Communications Section, at (916) 657-6560 for further 

clarification of this memo. Upon request, this document can be produced in Braille or  

large print.  

SONIA HUESTIS,  Assistant Chief Deputy Director   

Acting Deputy Director Communication Programs Division  

Attachment  (1)  
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