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New Information 

The Special Interest License Plate (REG 17) form was revised and renamed the Special 

Interest or Environmental License Plate (ELP) Application (REG 17, REV 2/2025). The 

Special Recognition License Plate Application (REG 17 A, REV 2/2025) was also 

revised. Both revised forms include the addition of a privacy statement, vertical lines in 

the LICENSE PLATE and VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (VIN) fields, and 

page number bar codes on each page.   

These forms are available on the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) website. Printed 

inventory will no longer be available. Begin using the 2025 revision immediately. 

NOTE: The older revision of these two forms can be accepted until July 1, 2025. 

Special Interest or Environmental License Plate (ELP) Application (REG 17, REV 2/2025)  
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• Top of form 

— The new REG 17 is primarily used for REPLACEMENT, REASSIGNED, 

RETAIN, RELEASE, OR EXCHANGE transactions. For original applications 

customers are encouraged to use the Special Interest and Personalized License 

Plate Order online. 

— The note regarding the same configuration cannot be reissued for 

REPLACEMENT SPECIAL PLATES has been moved to Section 3. 

— The following was revised:  

NOTE: The department will not honor a change of license plate selection or 

letter/number configuration, or a request for refund after this application is 

submitted. 

• SECTION 1 — PLATE SELECTION 

— List of plates was reconfigured into three columns.  

• SECTION 2 — SELECT CONFIGURATION  

— All references to stating the meaning of a proposed license plate were deleted, 

including the line intended for an explanation. 

• SECTION 3 — FOR REPLACEMENT ONLY 

— California Vehicle Code reference was added to the Graybar section.  

• SECTION 4 — REASSIGN, RETAIN INTEREST, OR RELEASE INTEREST 

— REASSIGNED check box was added with fields for license plates and VINs. 

• SECTION 5 — PLATE PURCHASER 

—  PLATE PURCHASER was changed to PURCHASER. 

—  PLATE OWNER was changed to HOLDER.  

• SECTION 6 — SIGNATURE 

— DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER was changed to TELEPHONE NUMBER OR EMAIL 

ADDRESS. 
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Special Interest or Environmental License Plate (ELP) Application, (REG 17, REV 2/2025), 

continued 
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• SECTION 7 — INSTRUCTIONS

— Graybar was removed.

— References were added for License Plate Fees: “Fees for special license plates can

be located at dmv.ca.gov, Special Interest License Plate Fees” 

— Privacy Statement was added. 

Special Recognition License Plate Application, (REG 17 A, REV 2/2025) 

This revision of the REG 17 A reflects the following changes:  

• Honorary Consul was deleted.
• Ex-Prisoner of War (POW) was changed to Former American Prisoner of War (POW).
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• SECTION 2 — PLATE SELECTION

— Information about regarding Motorcycle license plates was expanded. NOTE: For

Gold Star Family and California Firefighter Motorcycle license plates, decals are 

applied to a white license plate. 

— List of plates was expanded to three columns. 

— California Firefighter area was reformatted, and the meaning explanation line was 

removed.  

— License Plates were split into three columns/boxes: 

o Certification Required — Applicant must complete section 2A or 2B.
o Documentation AND Certification Required — Applicant must complete section 

2B or 2C.
o Documentation AND Declaration – Not for Hire — Applicant must complete 

new Section 3.

• SECTION A. PRESS PHOTOGRAPHER CERTIFICATION (previously Section 2C)

— Applicant is now required to certify and a section under the Employer area was

added. 

— TELEPHONE NUMBER OR EMAIL ADDRESS field was added to both Employer 

and Applicant signature lines. 
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• SECTION B. HISTORICAL VEHICLE AND HORSELESS CARRIAGE

CERTIFICATION (previously Section 2E)

— TELEPHONE NUMBER OR EMAIL ADDRESS field was added.

• SECTION C. CALIFORNIA FIREFIGHTER (Surviving Family Member)

CERTIFICATION (previously Section 2F)

— TO DECEASED was added to the RELATIONSHIP field.

— TELEPHONE NUMBER OR EMAIL ADDRESS field was added.

• SECTION 3 — DECLARATION – NOT FOR HIRE

— Entire language for this section is as follows: I declare that the vehicle to which a

Pearl Harbor Survivor, Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient, Purple Heart 

Recipient, Former American Prisoner of War (POW), or Legion of Valor license 

plate is assigned shall not be used for transportation for hire, compensation, or 

profit (California Vehicle Code [CVC] §§5101.4, 5101.8 and 9105). 



VIN 2025–05 

Page 3 of 3 

Special Recognition License Plate Application, (REG 17 A, REV 2/2025), continued 

• SECTION 4 — REASSIGN, RETAIN, OR RELEASE (previously Section 3-

Reassignment only section)

— Section was expanded to include “Reassign, Retain or Release”

— Current SPECIAL RECOGNITION LICENSE PLATE NUMBER and REMOVED

FROM (VIN) fields were added. 

— Check boxes were added for Retain Interest for Future Use, Release 

Interest/Surrender to DMV, and Reassign.
— Fields for PLACED (CURRENT LICENSE PLATE NUMBER) and PLACED ON 

(VIN) were added. 

• SECTION 5 — REPLACEMENT (previously Section 4)

— SPECIAL RECOGNITION LICENSE PLATE NUMBER field was added.

• SECTION 6 — SIGNATURE OF LICENSE PLATE HOLDER OR PURCHASER

— TELEPHONE NUMBER OR EMAIL ADDRESS field added.

— Mailing address and online application website was added.

— List of license plate table with California Vehicle Code (CVC) sections and the

requirements for these plates were updated. 

— Privacy Statement was added.  

NOTE: The process for the replacement of stolen Special Recognition License Plate(s) 

has not changed. See Vehicle Industry Registration Procedures Manual, Duplicates 

and Substitutes, Chapter 20.075 

Background 

Starting in 2017, the Policy Division began updating the Title 13 regulations governing 

the content of the Reg 17 and REG 17 A forms. In November 2024, the Office of 

Administrative Law approved the proposed regulations. The forms have been updated 

and modernized to meet current standards regarding the collection of private information, 

without modifying the content that would affect the approved regulations.   

References 

Title 13, Art 3.3, §§ 201 - 206.66  

Vehicle Code (VC) §§1808, 324.5, 4458, 5004, 5004.1 5005, 5102.2, 5101.4, 5101.5, 

5101.6, 5101,8, 5156(d), 5008, 9105  

Civil Code §1798 et seq Government Code §11015.5  

Vehicle Industry Registration Procedures Manual §21.105 

Distribution
Notification of this memo (available at dmv.ca.gov by searching Vehicle Industry Services) 
was sent through the California DMV Automated Email Alert System in June 2025 to:
• Dealers
• Registration Services
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